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�ƒ The first thing we need to understand is that such racial disparities 
do exist.  Throughout American education today people can hear the 
argument that our schools are becoming more racially segregated than 
they have at any other time.  This is no where more evident than in 
special education.  All the statistics belie the fact that there is a huge 
disparity in overrepresentation, misclassification, and hardship for 
minority students, primarily for African American and Native Americans, 
not only in referral to special education, but also in identification as 
special ed.; placement outside of the general education classroom in a 
more restrictive environment and with less chance of return to a regular 
classroom.  With this development, special education teachers have a 
new responsibility to learn the cultural backgrounds and meet the 
needs of multicultural students. 


